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Largest Congress ever 


Concordia welcomes nearly 9 000 delegates 
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ha = <a | It’s official: Concordia hosted the | 
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Bronfman Fellowship winner 


Social Sciences in the conference's 79- ce 
year history. I9C eC le BIE | 

From May 28 to June 4, 8 880 dele- e 3 iy, | 2 eS: | 
gates from 70 academic associations ge oF MUST OES  sf9fe) 
descended upon the university. 

This years total attendance edged 
out the previous record holder, the 2008 
Congress at UBC, which welcomed 
8 840 delegates. Last year's Congress at : ed Lo Og {25 
Carleton University attracted 8693 del- | WIMY LL 
| egates. . | LD 
| While impossible to measure statisti- 
| cally, by all accounts, Congress at . 
| Concordia was among the most suc- Pro hit Pe 
| cessful as well. Veni G, Mitijiy AA 
| “We're collecting feedback from dele- 
| gates who were blown away by the vol- GUY Ra 
| unteers, the quality of the facilities, the 

extra programming, said Congress 

2010 Academic Convenor Ronald 

Rudin, who now returns to his duties as 
| History Professor. “T think that every- 
| one feels it was an incredible experi- 
| ence on so many levels,” 
| Noreen Golfman, President of the 
| Canadian Federation for the 
_ Humanities and Social Sciences 
a —-——- — _ (CFHSS), agrees. “Congress this year 
NEW SCHOLARSHIP 4 | has shown us the true value of partner- 

| ship. Concordia put on a great show for 
Rerlect Bechune's values | delegates, creating an event that was 
not only academically engaging, but 
also great fun. 

"A world-class Big Thinking lecture 
series, insightful and relevant associa- 
tion programming, a vibrant urban 
environment and a cutting-edge uni- 
versity culture combined to create a 
truly memorable Congress experience, 
said Golfman. 

Throughout the eight-day event and 
even into the following weekend, more 
than a thousand articles detailing 
Congress’ events and presentations 
appeared in various local, national and 
, = _ international media. Notable among 

_ which was Studio Arts Professor 
FAMILY FUN 10 | Barbara Layne’s Wearable Absence proj- 
Student parent picnic _ ect, displayed in the FOFA Gallery York 
_ Corridor vitrines throughout Congress, 
which gathered hundreds of mentions, 
including the BBC, NBC and the Times a 
of India. Delegates at the President’s Reception on the Grey Nun’s grounds catch up under 

CONTINUED ON P. 2 Espace Recherche projection. 
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Celebrating alumni and supporters 


Concordia University Alumni Association annual awards banquet 


Even though more than 275 peo- 
ple packed the elegant Hyatt 
Regency Montreal ballroom May 
17, the room had a family feel. 
The occasion was the 19th 
Alumni Recognition Awards 
Banquet hosted by the Concordia 
University Alumni Association 
(CUAA). 

Local TV and radio personality 
Sonia Benezra (BFA 82) handled 
the emcee duties with warmth 
and humour. “So much has 
changed since I was a student at 
Concordia in the early 80s. Yet, 
many characteristics have 
remained the same: this universi- 
ty is all about accessibility, diver- 
sity and creativity, Benezra said. 

The banquet included a formal 
dinner, as well as the presenta- 
tion of eight awards and a special 
tribute to Leonard and Bina 
Ellen, for whom Concordias 
Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery is 
named. 

The presentations began with 
the Outstanding Faculty/Staff 
Award, which was handed to 
Lina Uberti, Alumni Officer 
Geographic Chapters for the 
Advancement and = Alumni 
Relations Office. “I've come to 
learn that it takes devoted alum- 
ni, competent colleagues and 
commitment at every level in the 
university, mixed in with lots of 
hard work for good measure, 
Uberti said during her accept- 
ance speech. 


Next was the Outstanding 
Student Award that went to 
Amine Dabchy, the Concordia 
Student Union's former president 
who thanked his co-executives 
and referred to them as “family: 

Long-time Concordian Donald 
Boisvert (BA 75, MA 79), a senior 
lecturer for the Department of 
Religion then received the 
Alumni Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. Boisvert said his stu- 
dents inspire him “as much as I 
hope I do them. Teaching still 
humbles and motivates me. 

The Alumnus/a of the Year 
award went to Denis Kefallinos 
(BEng 91), president of the 
CUAAs Boston/New England 
Chapter. Kefallinos said while he 
was surprised to have been 
selected as a recipient, it paled in 
comparison to “the surprise of 
when we re-launched the Boston 
Chapter in 2006 and about 45 
people showed up at the 
Canadian consulate for the 
event!” 

Rodolphe “Rod” Rousseau, L 
BA 53, posthumously received 
the Benoit Pelland Distinguished 
Service Award. Rousseau’s 
daughter, Joanne Rousseau, BA 
82, spoke on her family’s behalf. 
“My father would have been so 
proud to receive this award 
because he was happy to be part 
of Concordia University, she said. 

The MBA Alumnus/a of the 
Year Award was handed to 
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Left to right in front row: Mary Chronopoulos (BComm 99, EMBA 06), out- 
going CUAA president, Aaron Fish; Donald Boisvert (BA 75, MA 79), 
Monique Rousseau, widow of Rodolphe Rousseau, along with daughter 
Joanne Rousseau (BA 82); and Brian O’Neill Gallery (L BA 57). Left to right 
back row: Christena Keon Sirsly (S MBA 73); Amine Dabchy, outgoing CSU 
president; Lina Uberti, Alumni Officer for the Advancement and Alumni 
Relations Office; Denis Kefallinos (BEng 91) president of the CUAA’s 
Boston/New England Chapter; and President Judith Woodsworth. 


Christena Keon Sirsly (MBA 73), 
one of just four women to gradu- 
ate from Sir George Williams 
University’s fledgling MBA pro- 
gram in 1973. “There are still 
many glass ceilings to be 
breached; said Keon Sirsly, who 
recently retired from VIA Rail 
Canada as Chief Strategy Officer. 

Aaron Fish, founder and for- 
mer chairman and CEO of 


Unican Security Systems Ltd., 
was then granted the Honorary 
Life Membership Award. Fish 
lauded Concordia's progress and 
administrators over the years 
“who helped build the university 
up to what it is today. It's now a 
major educational institution in 
Canada, recognized throughout 
the world, and it is worthy of our 
support.’ 


ANdVUSOLOHd 18d “NVES NAY 


Brian O'Neill Gallery (L BA 57) 
accepted the evening’ final 
honour, the Humberto Santos 
Award of Merit. Gallery, who has 
served as Chair of the Canadian 
Irish Studies Foundation for the 
past 15 years, was a driving force 
behind the creation of the 
School of Canadian Irish 
Studies. 

In between award presenta- 
tions, Concordia President 
Judith Woodsworth delivered a 
special tribute to Leonard and 
Bina Ellen, praising Bina Ellen's 
45 years as a volunteer at the 
Jewish General Hospital in 
Montreal and Leonard Ellen's 
longstanding involvement with 
Concordia. “His polite, digni- 
fied and attentive ways are less 
common in the business world 
but they have earned him the 
respect and the affection of all 
who know him, Woodsworth 
said of Ellen, who is a 
Concordia governor emeritus 
and earned an honorary doc- 
torate from the university in 
2003. 

Ellen said he was drawn to the 
university by his friend, Donald 
McNaughton (L attendee 49), 
also a Concordia governor 
emeritus. “Concordia is a 
dynamic and creative universi- 
ty; Ellen said. “It has grown 
tremendously through the years 
and it has been a privilege to 
have been part of that growth.” 
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models at 
Wearable Absence launch. 


Azadeh Hamidi 
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Concordia 


CONTINUED FROM P. | 

Congress also garnered buzz on 
social media sites. On Twitter, 
the #Congress10 hashtag trend- 
ed (ranking among the most 
active conversations in the 
entire twittersphere) for the 
afternoon talks from Gerri 
Sinclair on May 31 and Donna 
Brazile on June 2. 

“I believe our success was in 
great part because we chose a 
theme that was actually acted on. 
We saw the opportunities to make 
it real” Rudin said of the numer- 
ous events woven together with 
the Connected Understanding/Le 
savoir branché thread. “Beyond 
that, I think people came away 
with a real sense of what 
Concordia is, and the kind of 
imagination and creativity that 
exists here. The fact that we pro- 
vided value added with a parallel 





package of Branché program- 
ming, that we worked hard to 
bring in speakers that were top 
calibre... people now have a sense 
of what we stand for, he said. 

One of the most significant 
legacies of Congress, according 
to Rudin, will be the Concordias 
establishment as a leader in 
Open Access. In _ April, 
Concordia became the first 
major Canadian university to 
pass a Senate resolution with 
the support of faculty to make 
peer-reviewed research and cre- 
ative output universally avail- 
able via the internet. 

“If we've taken a leadership role 
in making knowledge more acces- 
sible, we may have found an issue 
for which were able to advocate. 
We'll run with it,’ he said. 

Internally, the effort has also 
reinforced the enthusiasm for 


hosts largest Congress ever 


connectivity; more than 100 
staff, faculty and community 
members have been working 
together for more than two 
years to make the event such an 
overwhelming success. “There 
aren't many times when people 
from so many corners of a uni- 
versity get a chance to work 
together,’ he said. 

Rudin thanks and acknowl- 
edges any and all involved, but 
extends a special thanks to Marie- 
Josée Allard, who served as 
Congress Manager, whom he calls, 
“the lynchpin for the entire event.’ 

Missed a Congress panel or 
Big Thinking series speaker? 
Watch them at www.ustream.tv 
/channel/concordia-congress- 
2010. In coming weeks, these 
videos will be available on 
iTunesU. Video highlights are at 
www.concordia.ca/congress2010. 





Marie-Josée 
Allard at the opening reception. 


Congress Manager 
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A launch pad to success 


Inaugural Bronfman fellowship 
supports emerging artists 
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Bronfman Fellowship winner Steve Bates displayed his thesis project Dead Air at the Parisian Laundry in April, which 


incorporated broadcasts played through clock radios (above) and snare drums, plus video and performance. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


As a recipient of the inaugural 
Claudine and Stephen 
Bronfman Fellowship in 
Contemporary Art, graduating 
MFA student Steve Bates readily 
acknowledges how fortunate he 
is. 

“They have designed the per- 
fect award for someone in my 
position - making the transition 
between being a student and 
artist; he says of the prestigious 
fellowship valued at up to 
$55 000. “I’m not sure that win- 
ning it has really sunk in yet. 

Over the course of the next two 
years, Bates will receive assis- 
tance to cover living expenses, 
research/travel, materials, studio 
rental and exhibition costs, plus a 
salary for teaching a 3-credit 
course and giving a public lec- 
ture. 

Concordia and the Université 
de Québec a Montréal each 
selected a winner, unveiled at a 
ceremony on May 20 on the 11th 
floor of the EV Building. Bates 
was unable to attend because he 
was in Alberta preparing an 
installation for the 100th anniver- 
sary of the City of Calgary Parks 
with collaborator Douglas Moffat 
(see Journal, June 4, 2009). 
Painter Véronique Savard is the 
UQAM recipient. 

In a pre-recorded video, he 
thanked the Bronfman family 
for establishing the award and 
for providing an _ excellent 
resource to help him take the 
next step in his career: “It 
means the world to me.’ He also 


recognized the contributions of 
his teachers, classmates, and his 
wife, jake moore, director of the 
FOFA Gallery. 

Stephen Bronfman said he 
and Claudine were thrilled with 
the creative and innovative 
scope of the work of the first 
Bronfman Fellowship recipi- 
ents, adding that they “look for- 
ward to interacting with them 
over the next two years and wit- 
nessing their artistic develop- 
ment.” 

Bates is an artist and musi- 
cian who experiments with 
radio, improvised or composed 
music, installation and video. 
He completed his BA at the 
University of Winnipeg in 1998, 
where he won the Philosophy 
Gold Medal. 

He founded Send + Receive: A 
Festival of Sound in Winnipeg 
and directed the international 
media art fest for eight years. 
After making the move to 
Montreal, he joined Hexagram 
as sound coordinator in 2005 
and later started his MFA in 
Studio Arts (Open Media). 

For the past two summers, he 
has instructed intensive cours- 
es at the Architectural 
Association School of 
Architecture in London with 
collaborators and Concordia 
grads Moffat and Joshua 
Bonnetta. The trio recently pre- 
sented Ghost Acoustics, a five- 
week exhibit at the FOFA with 
accompanying performances, 
film screenings and workshops 
created under the name of their 
studio, AKVK. 


At the Parisian Laundry in 
April, Bates exhibited his thesis 
work Dead Air as part of the 
gallery's annual graduate stu- 
dent showcase, Collision. He 
showed four works inspired by 
a Walter Benjamin text entitled 
On the Minute, which for Bates 
led to questions about the ori- 
gins of coordinated global time 
— defined days, hours, minutes 
and eventually time zones. 

“It drew together so many of 
my interests and concerns in 
the most visceral way. What 
decisions go into how we spend 
the moments of our day? Why 
do I go to my job in the morn- 
ing? How do you choose to 
spend your time?” 

Next up, Bates and Moffat are 
embarking on a project com- 
missioned by the City of 
Toronto to create a permanent 
outdoor installation called 
OKTA. 

Now that he is done school, 
he looks forward to focusing 
his time and energy on artwork 
and research, saying he feels 
some healthy pressure to step 
up to the plate and take advan- 
tage of the incredible opportu- 
nity ahead of him. 

At the same time, Bates does- 
n't intend to rely solely on 
teaching positions or grants to 
keep him afloat as an artist. 
“I’ve made all kinds of work in 
the past without support and 
without my MFA. [ll still be 
able to produce work, he says, 
adding that he is resolved to 
continue working with or with- 
out financial help. 
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ACCOLADES 


Concordia Research Chair on HIV/AIDS and Sexual Health Viviane 
Namaste was one of eight honourees at the Farha Foundations gala 
Heroes Night. The annual event recognizes those whose “passion and 
tireless efforts” help raise awareness about AIDS and offer services to 
those affected by the virus. Namaste took the opportunity to thank her 
friends and Concordia University for supporting her research with popu- 
lations (among them bisexuals, swingers and transexuals) not often iden- 
tified as primary ‘at risk’ communities. “As a researcher, I dont claim to 
have the answers; I’m more interested in posing the right questions. 
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Former Concordian Reeta Chowdhari Tremblay has been named 
Vice-President Academic and Provost of the University of Victoria. Her 
term at uVic will begin Jan. 1, 2011. From 1998 to 2005, Chowdhari 
Tremblay was Chair of the Department of Political Science at Concordia. 
She also served as Dean of Arts at Memorial University from 2006 to 2009. 


NGO 


Painter Megan Hepburn, a current MFA student, has been awarded the 
prestigious Joseph Plaskett Award. 


Given each year, the award (valued at $25 000) celebrates excellence in 
painting in honour of Canadian painter Joseph Plaskett, now 92. The 
winner is chosen by a jury of three artists of significant reputation. 


This is the second year in a row a Concordia MFA student has won. Last 
year, now Berlin-based painter Vitaly Medvedovsky won the award. 


“oo 


Kudos to Campus Retail Stores (Bookstore, Computer Store and 
Digital Store), who announced they would be contributing $1 500 to both 
the Emergency Food Fund and R4 from the proceeds of the sale of 
reusable bags in our stores during the past year. 


“NGO 


Congratulations to this year's winners of the Lieutenant Governors 
Youth Award for Community Services: Michael Abravanel, Soraya 
Linge, Alex Oster and Megan Putnam. 


The awards are given to those who have demonstrated self-sacrifice and 
the ability to surpass themselves through tangible commitment within 
their school or community. 


For further info on the awardees, please see www.tinyurl.com/2745ned. 
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Michael Abravanel, Soraya Linge and Alex Oster. (Absent: Megan Putnam) 
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Coinciding with her retirement on May 31, long-time Art History 
Professor and former director and curator of the Concordia Art Gallery 
(now the Ellen Gallery) Sandra Paikowsky received a special acknowl- 
edgement in the recently-released 35th anniversary edition of the publi- 
cation, the Journal of Canadian Art History. 


Paikowsky, who joined the Department of Art History in 1969 and served 
also as the director and curator of the Concordia Art Gallery from 1981 
to 1992, currently serves as the publisher of the publication she helped 
found in 1974. 


The acclamation was written by Brian Foss, former Concordia Professor of 
Art History and current Professor of Art History and Director of the School 
for Studies in Art and Culture at Carleton University. 
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From Montreal to Shanghai 


In relationship between cities Concordia lives up to its name 





Concordia signed a memorandum of understanding with Tongji Universit 


Eb: 


y last month. From left, President Judith Woodsworth, Gang Pei, 





President of Tongji University, Montreal Mayor Gérald Tremblay and Luc Vinet, former Rector of UdeM. 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Expo 2010 is taking place just as host 
Shanghai and sister city Montreal cele- 
brate their 25-year relationship. As 
Montreal sent a delegation and opened an 
exhibit at Expo to renew old bonds, 
Concordia made its presence felt and two 
of its alumni are playing key roles. 

As part of an economic and university 
delegation accompanying Mayor Gérald 
Tremblay to Shanghai last month, 
Concordia President Judith Woodsworth 
was busy. At Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
(SJTU), on May 11, Woodsworth signed a 
memorandum of understanding on a pro- 
posal for a joint doctoral program between 
Concordia’s Department of Computer and 
Electrical Engineering and SJTU’s School 
of Microelectronics, as well as an agree- 
ment to develop other possible partner- 
ships. 

Two days later, while visiting the exhibi- 
tion A Man of Action - Norman Bethune in 4 
Seasons at the Montreal Pavilion of the 
Pudong Botanical Gardens, the President 
announced the establishment of the 
Norman Bethune Concordia Doctoral 
Fellowship (see sidebar). 

Later, addressing the College of 
Architecture and Urban Planning of 
Tongji University, Woodsworth said of 
the new fellowship, “It is our way of 
opening our doors to students from 
China and increasing the exchange 


between our two countries.’ 

While at Tongji, Woodsworth spoke 
about Concordia's strong ties with China, 
and how the university has seen rapid 
growth while simultaneously enhancing 
the architecture and urban landscape of 
Montreal. She also signed a memorandum 
of understanding for further cooperation 
between the two universities. 

Woodsworth, together with Chairman 
of the Board Peter Kruyt (who happened to 
be in the city that week on business) 
attended an alumni dinner. They met with 
numerous graduates living in Shanghai, 
including two who are intimately involved 
with Montreal's presence at Expo 2010. 

Kim Tien Huynh (BComm 01) and Jinny 
Wu (BComm 98) are Director of Public 
Relations and Director of Operations, 
respectively, of Espace Montréal, the city's 
contribution to Expo 2010. In keeping with 
Expos theme, “better city, better life,’ the 
exhibit focuses on the Saint-Michel 
Environmental Complex (CESM) as an 
example of the city’s expertise in sustain- 
ability, innovation and creativity in trans- 
forming the old Miron quarry landfill into 
an urban park. 

Born in Tra Vinh, Vietnam, but grow- 
ing up in Montreal, Huynh majored in 
marketing in Concordias Co-op program, 
minoring in international business. She 
left Montreal in 2005 to follow her dream 
of helping Canadian companies do busi- 
ness in China. 


Before returning to Montreal in October 
2009, she met officials from the City of 
Montreal who were preparing for Expo 
2010 and let them know she was interested 
in working on the project. By November, 
shed won the PR position. 

Her job is to handle all media requests at 
the Expo site, promoting Montreal and 
explaining the very technical CESM pro)- 
ect to reporters, delegations and digni- 
taries from Canada, China and other coun- 
tries. 

“Montreal has a lot to offer to Shanghai,’ 
said Huynh by email. “People may think 
that at 11 373 km Shanghai is very far, but 
Montreal and Shanghai have a lot in com- 
mon and not a lot of people are sizing up 
these opportunities. 

Born in Kaoshiung, Taiwan, Wu majored 
in international business and minored in 
marketing at Concordia. In 2005, she was 
drawn to Shanghai by the opportunities 
the rapid growth of China presented. 
Looking for new challenges, Wu was intro- 
duced by Huynh to Montreal's representa- 
tive to Expo 2010 who hired her as Director 
of Operations. 

Her role is to ensure Espace Montréal 
runs smoothly, to manage the Chinese 
staff composed largely of university stu- 
dents, and to build relationships with the 
Chinese delegates and the Expo Bureau. 

Huynh and Wu will be with Espace 
Montréal until the Shanghai Expo ends 
Oct. 31. 


Concordia Fellowship honours Bethune 


Concordia has created the Norman Bethune 
Concordia Doctoral Fellowship. 

The fellowship will be open to Chinese cit- 
izens who have demonstrated excellence 
and are pursuing graduate studies in areas 
that reflect the values and concerns of 
Norman Bethune, such as health, the arts, 
politics and humanitarian aid. 

The first fellowship will be awarded for 


the 2011-12 academic year. Each will be 
worth $25 000/year and will be renewable 
for 3 years. 

The announcement of the fellowship was 
made by Concordia President Judith 
Woodsworth on May 13 while in Shanghai 
as a member of the City of Montreal's eco- 
nomic and university mission. 

Over half of all Chinese students studying 


in Quebec are enrolled at Concordia. 

A replica of the statue placed in honour of 
Bethune outside the International Peace 
Hospital in Shijiazhuang, China, was given 
to the City of Montreal by the People’s 
Republic of China in the 1970s. The city and 


Concordia recently collaborated on the revi-. 


talization of Place Norman Bethune as p 
of Quartier Concordia. : 


CONGRESS 
INPUT 


A few impressions of 
Congress at Concordia 





“People are really thinking about what 
they're seeing and connecting intellectually. 
When people come and talk to us, they're 
referring us to things that relate to what 
were doing that we wouldnt have other- 
wise known about? 


- RECENT COMPUTATION ARTS AND COMPUTER 
SCIENCE GRADUATE HENK BOOM, PART OF 
GAIA EXHIBITION IN THE THINK Box. 


“Concordia always feels like home. | think it 
looks great now and I love the walkability of 
it. As a young scholar and a first time dele- 
gate, it’s nice to be comfortable’ 


- RECENT COMMUNICATIONS STUDIES MASTERS 
GRADUATE CHRISTOPHER ALI, NOW A PHD AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND MEM- 

BER OF THE CANADIAN COMMUNICATIONS 
ASSOCIATION. 


“Since everything was so close, it was easy 
to slip into sessions that colleagues have 
told me about’ 


- NicoLa Mooney, ANTHROPOLOGY 
INSTRUCTOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Frasig€R VALLEY IN ABBOTSFORD, B.C. 


“I’ve been really impressed by the student 
workers. 


- PROGRAM ORGANIZER FOR THE SOCIETY FOR 
Sociat STUDIES CHAD THOMPSON, SOCIOLOGY 
PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF 
THE NORTH IN THOMPSON, MAN. 


“The amount of mobilization, cooperation 
and enthusiasm across so many different 
levels of this university, it blew my mind. It 
was obvious a lot of people cared about 
this Congress. When you come here and 
see the innovation and cooperation and 
the pride that we have here... I say ‘we 
because I feel like a part of Concordia 
now. 


- CONGRESS ASSISTANT AND MCGILL STUDENT 
JORDAN JENKINS, WHO PERFORMED SIMILAR 
CONGRESS ROLES AT UBC in 2008 AND 
CARLETON IN 2009. 
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A day to reflect and look forwar 


Human Rights Day begins Congress with a sense of hope 


Russ COOPER 


It was a day of powerful stories, 
of striking images, of solemn 
perspective. 

The first day of Congress 2010, 
Human Rights Day on May 28 
attracted nearly 700 attendees 
(many of whom were Congress 
delegates). This was the most 
fitting way to kick off the biggest 
event in Concordia’ history. 

“Human rights issues directly 
or indirectly affect every person 
on the planet, said Dean of 
Graduate Studies Graham Carr. 
“Concordia is a focal point in 
Canada for research and stu- 
dent training in this area and we 
wanted to create a forum that 
would showcase that reality to 
Congress delegates and the pub- 
lic at large.’ 

Human Rights Day was the 
third edition of the President's 
Conference Series (see Journal, 
March 19 and Nov. 12, 2009), 
and followed the same three- 
session, moderated discussion 
panel, Q and A format. 

However, this edition saw a 
few changes. In addition to fea- 
turing members of _ the 
Concordia community, organiz- 
ers invited numerous external 
speakers involved in various 
aspects of human rights issues 
in an effort to expand the scope 
of the discussion. As well, in 
keeping with the _ overall 
Congress theme of Connected 
Understanding, audience mem- 
bers were able to access simul- 
taneous translation from a pro- 
fessional translator via audio 
headsets. 

Despite the changes, many 
things stayed the same from 
previous PCS editions; the depth 
and breadth of the presenta- 
tions was extraordinary, the 
audience was remarkably 
engaged, Mountain Lake PBS 
returned to gather further 
footage for an upcoming special, 
hundreds watched via webcast, 
and, by all accounts, the event 
was a complete success. 

During the morning session, 
entitled Denounce: The Abuse of 
Children, the panel featured 
Applied Human Sciences 
Professor Natasha Blanchet- 
Cohen, Communication Studies 
Professor Elizabeth Miller, 
Trudeau Scholar and former 
child soldier William Tayeebwa, 
as well as University of Utah 
Psychology Professor Cecilia 


Wainryb. 


Charles Martin, Contemporary World teacher at Westmount High School, talks with students at the ePear! exhibition in the LB Atrium during Human 


oa 


Rights Day (see journal, Jan. 14, 2010). 


In stating graphic details of 
her research surrounding child 
soldiers, Wainryb observed that 
there are currently 300 000 to 
500 000 child soldiers under the 
age of 18 in the world who “are 
not very different from the chil- 
dren we all know. 

The afternoon _ session, 
Reveal: A Witness to Pain, fea- 
tured humanitarian and photo- 
journalist REZA. The session, 
moderated by Concordia 
University Research Chair in 
Art History Professor Martha 
Langford, was a potent display 
of REZA’s photos spanning his 
career of 30+ years. 

Describing the trauma that 
war inflicts on children as, “the 
main focus of my work, REZA 
interspersed his presentation 
with powerful film and photo- 
graphic material covering dif- 
ferent zones of conflict he has 
visited. “Seeing all this pain and 
sorrow has allowed me to be 
more optimistic about humani- 
ty, he said. 

The evening session, Declare: 
Equal Rights for Women, wel- 
comed Radio-Canada journal- 
ist and anchor Céline Galipeau 
to share her experiences from 


years as a foreign correspon- 
dent in some of the world’s 
most turbulent areas. 

Presented in French and 
moderated by CJAD broadcast- 
er Anne Lagacé Dowson, 
Galipeau’s talk focused on her 
reflections as a journalist cov- 
ering womens and human 
rights. The talk naturally 
segued into an autobiographi- 
cal introspection, focusing on 
her experience as a female jour- 
nalist in a professional field 
that was predominantly male 
and her desire to break the 
mold of a traditional foreign 
correspondent. 

The following day, May 29, 
the university presented a day 
of Master Classes for 21 leading 
graduate students from 17 uni- 
versities studying human rights 
issues; a series of four 90- 
minute sessions, facilitated by 
many Human Rights Day panel- 
lists (Miller, Blanchet-Cohen, 
Wainryb, and REZA) as well as 
Canadian Centre for 
International Justice Executive 
Director Jayne Stoyles, and 
Frank Chalk and Kyle Matthews 
from Concordia’s MIGS and the 
Will to Intervene project. 
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Photojournalist REZA conducts a master class for grad students on 


May 29. 


REZA Master Class attendee 
Erin Jessee, whos _ recently 
defended her PhD _ in 
Interdisciplinary Humanities 
under Frank Chalk, said, “I 
especially appreciated-that the 
organizers took the time to 
bring in not just academics, but 
professionals and activists who 
address the impact of human 
rights abuses on a daily basis. 
Without a doubt, the class was 
my most rewarding experience 
at Congress.’ 

“What struck me during 
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those two days is the further 
need to speak on these issues 
and the need to bring these 
things into the open. We need 
to move away from anger and 
revenge and into reconcilia- 
tion” said Vice-Provost, 
Teaching and Learning Ollivier 
Dyens, chair of the President's 
Conference Series organizing 
committee. “If there is one hope 
for the day, it's our wish that 
initiatives such as Human 
Rights Day contribute towards 
breaking the cycle of violence.’ 
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CONNECTED UNDERSTANDING 


Judith Woodsworth accompanies Kahnawake elder Alex Sonny Diabo and members of the Keepers of the 
Eastern Door dance troupe in performing The Unity Stomp, a traditional dance, to celebrate the signing of the 
Accord on Indigenous Education. The landmark accord was signed by First Nations chiefs and members of the 
Association of Canadian Deans of Education during Congress 2010. It provides for a new framework under which 
university programs will be reviewed to better reflect the values of Indigenous people. 
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Harvard University Library Director Robert Darnton (left) being inter- 
viewed by Debra Arbec after his lecture on May 28 “Technology and the 
Book”. Darnton was invited to participate in Congress 2010’s Big 
Thinking lecture series as a key figure in the Open Access movement. That 
theme was featured in two separate panel discussions, events held in the 
Webster library and throughout Congress in decisions to make events as 
accessible as possible through waived ticket prices and simultaneous 
translation. CTV set up a TV studio in the EV Building over the eight-day 
event. Arbec conducted over a dozen interviews for CTV news during 
Congress with a variety of researchers. 


CONGRESS 2010 


Mark Kingwell in front of an urban landscape of Web 2.0 media. His Big Thinking lecture on “Democracy’s Gift” framed citizenship as an ongoing process of “discursive engagement.” 
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Janine Marchessault, York University, chaired a panel discussion on the development and impact of Robert 
Lepage’s Image Mill, presented in Quebec City as part of 400th anniversary celebrations in 2008. The wildly | CONELT 
ambitious (and successful) project synchronized 27 projectors onto 81 grain silos at the waterfront. A scale |  'Slarmix; ae 

model of the silos was presented on the stage of the D.B. Clarke Theatre during the discussion. eon : 
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efforts of secular and Muslim women in Iran as one of nine participants 
in the Research Slam presented on May 29. 
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Communication Studies Professor Owen Chapman unveiled his Icebreaker at the FOFA Gallery on May 31.A col- 

laboration with research assistant Sam Thulin, the pair froze waterproof contact microphones in ice cylinders People crowded into the Cloud Deck of the MB Building where Espace 
and connected them to a series of sound processors to create a musical instrument, performance piece and Recherche attracted the curious at an opening reception to kick off 
interactive installation. Congress 2010. 
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Capturing the impacts of funded research 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council gets results into the community 


KAREN HERLAND 


One of the most frustrating 
aspects of the ivory tower stereo- 
type is the suggestion that the 
research done at universities is 
entirely detached from reality. 
Neither researchers nor society 
likes the thought of the research 
results gathering dust on an aca- 
demic shelf or languishing, unac- 
cessed, in cyberspace. 

Four years ago, the Social 
Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC) 
turned to 17 researchers across 
the country and asked them to 
focus their considerable skills on 
“Capturing the Outcomes and 
Impacts of Publicly Funded 
Research: The aim was to find 
ways to better measure the 
impact, and communicate the 
results of the social sciences and 
humanities research it funds. 

Effectively translating social 
science and humanities research 
results in policy that contribute 
to intellectual, economic, cultur- 
al, social, technological and envi- 
ronmental well-being _— of 
Canadians, as well as improve 
program planning and decision- 
making, as required, is what top- 


SSHRC President Chad Gaffield 
addresses the researchers involved 
in the Capturing Impacts project. 


ples the ivory tower myth and 
provides additional impetus for 
the research SSHRC has funded. 

“This project is useful to 
understand the importance of 
what we're doing, said Arts and 
Science Dean Brian Lewis, 
whose team participated in the 
initiative by developing a theo- 
retical framework for evaluating 
research networks. Robert 
Bernard, of Concordias educa- 
tion department, was also 
among the researchers involved. 
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The researchers from across 
the country who participated 
represent a variety of disciplines. 
They conducted studies ranging 
from the micro (how successfully 
were research results on individ- 
ual projects transferred? What 
factors contributed to that suc- 
cess?) to the macro (Catherine 
Beaudry of the Ecole 
Polytechnique de Montréal eval- 
uated the production of biotech- 
nology and _ nanotechnology 
papers across the country). 

Each year over the past four 
years, SSHRC has taken advan- 
tage of Congress to bring those 
17 researchers together to share 
their findings. On June 3 and 4, 
they met with representatives of 
other funding bodies like NSERC, 
Industry Canada, the Canadian 
Space Agency, the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation, 
FQRSC and FQRNT to review the 
results of their work. 

SSHRC President Chad 
Gaffield acknowledged in his 
opening remarks that research 
headlines “tend to put an accent 
on discoveries in the lab or the 
next new gadget. 

Less evident is the role of the 
social sciences and humanities 


in promoting those discoveries, 
or in facilitating their adoption. 

Those words were echoed by 
SSHRC Director of Corporate 
Performance and Evaluation 
Wayne MacDonald, “today’s sto- 
ries [in the press] - HIN1 vacci- 
nation campaigns, oil disasters, 
G8 leaders’ meeting, food securi- 
ty, womens’ health, aboriginal 
issues - are as much about social 
science and humanities’ con- 
cerns as any other field of 
research.” 

Brian Wixted, one of the 
authors of the discussion paper 
that framed the two-day confer- 
ence and a Research Fellow at 
the Centre for Policy Research on 
Science and Technology, pointed 
out “the social sciences are about 
behavioural issues.” 

“Behind every headline in the 
Globe and Mail are five or six 
research studies, said Gaffield. 

The findings of the Capturing 
Impacts initiative suggest that 
building knowledge transfer 
into projects from the outset 
tends to be a better model for 
ensuring that results are widely 
transmitted. In an informal dis- 
cussion at the beginning of the 
conference, the importance of 


Open Access publishing for 
reaching a broad audience was 
also raised. 

Many of the researchers point- 
ed to the need to examine other 
measures of research excellence. 

“We're looking at that ques- 
tion right now at Concordia, 
said Lewis. “We have 10 core 
indicators for evaluation, and 
three supplemental ones. But, 
among the questions are ‘how to 
evaluate engagement with the 
community?” 

Similarly, text may not be the 
sole measure of research output, 
especially with a move toward 
funding research-creation. 

“Here at Concordia, folks are 
leaders at many aspects of com- 
municating research, said 
Gaffield of the numerous digital 
and performance-based exhibits 
displayed during Congress. “The 
word-based method is giving 
way to more robust visual and 
acoustic forms.’ 

Developing ways to validate 
those alternative forms of 
research output, and providing 
incentives for work beyond pub- 
lishing in academic journals, 
teaching and service, are among 
avenues of further study. 





CJLO receives funds for broadcasting workshops 


Russ COOPER 


Concordia’ community radio 
station CJLO 1690 AM has been 
awarded a grant from the 
Community Radio Fund of 
Canada (CRFC) to begin an after- 
school broadcasting program for 
local high school students. 

The grant, totaling $6 730 from 
the CRFC’s Youth Internship 
Program, will fund hands-on 
workshops for 10 at-risk stu- 
dents aged 16 and older to teach 
the skills and tools needed to 
launch a career in radio. 

CJLO Manager Katie Seline 
says the grant will contribute 
to the long-standing CJLO 
commitment towards commu- 
nity outreach and engagement. 
“We're really happy we'll be 
able to offer this to students 
with little or no broadcast 
experience, but a lot of inter- 
est,’ she says. “It’s really some- 
thing anyone can do.’ 

In the summer months, CJLO 
people will be contacting local 
schools to gather applications 


for the program, which will run 
this fall. 

When the workshop series 
commences, students will work 
in groups of two and learn how 
to edit sound, produce news- 
casts and documentaries, con- 
trol studio equipment, record 
live bands, and harness the 
power of podcasting and social 
media. 

At the end of the workshops, 
students will be given two weeks 
to produce a 15-minute show. 
“We want this to be something 
they're proud of? says Seline, cit- 
ing CUTV’s summer video boot 
camp internship program as 
inspiration for applying for the 
grant this winter. 

Announced May 13 in Ottawa, 
CJLO was one of twenty local 
community radio stations to 
receive a portion of $160 000 in 
funding from the CRFC, a nation- 
al not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to the growth and sus- 
tainability of campus and com- 
munity radio. 

CJLO began broadcasting 


online in 2003, and hit the air- 
waves at 1690 on the AM dial in 
October 2008 (see Journal, Oct. 9, 
2008). In 2009, the station was 
listed among the top 10 best 
local radio stations in the 
Montreal Mirror’s annual Best of 
Montreal issue. 

The station has also been gath- 
ering a number of awards from 
New York-based CMJ network 
(formerly the College Music 
Journal), essentially the authority 
on college radio in North 
America. Music Director Omar 
Husain has won the Music 
Director of the Year three times 
(2006 to 2008); the station won 
Best Student Run Non-FM Radio 
Station and Best Team Effort 
awards in 2008; CJLO repeated 
with Best Team Effort and Hip 
Hop Music Director Brian Joseph 
won Best Specialty Music 
Director in 2009. 

As well, CJLO has recently 
been listed on iTunes radio. 

“These things mean were get- 
ting recognition from the indus- 
try, and were trying to do a lot 


more with it” says Seline, whos 
been with CJLO for six years as a 
program director, DJ and now 
manager for the past year. She 
also completed her masters in 
Music Business from NYU in 
2009. “Community outreach is 
part of this; it will allow us to get 
more people involved.’ 





(Left to right) Katie Seline, Brian Joseph and Volunteer Coordinator Abby 
Schachter in the CJLO music library. 
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Currently slightly limited in its 
broadcast range (it has a hard 
time reaching radios in neigh- 
bourhoods on the other side of 
the mountain from its fourth 
floor CC Building location), the 
station will be working over sum- 
mer to boost its signal to reach 
more of the city. 
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A feature production on the elusive Mo 
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KAREN HERLAND 

Lili Jeté rhapsodizes about her 
St-Henri home as a bit of coun- 
try in the city. She speaks about 
the birds and animals that visit, 
and of her garden. She doesn't 
seem fazed by the on-ramp to 
the 720, part of the infrastruc- 
ture of the Turcot Interchange, 
looming over her backyard. 

Her fight to maintain her 
neighbourhood in the face of 
Turcot redevelopment is one of 
the many stories told in Making 
Montreal, a feature produced by 
a team of 11 students for Peter 
Downie’s Advanced TV News 
course during the winter term. 
Students were encouraged to 
develop and produce their own 
projects. “We were given free 
rein to be creative, said Jillian 
Kestler-DAmours to introduce 
the work on May 16 in the LB 
Building's Oral History lab. The 
presentation was one of several 
over the course of the day to 
mark the third International 
Day of Telling Life Stories. 

The students started with the 
concept of identity, and began to 
think about its connection to 
place, specifically to Montreal — 
Montréalité according to one of 
the dozen people featured in the 
documentary. 

“When we started meeting 
about the project they said they 
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also shared a respect for the 
need for change in a city, “they 
are not against development. 
They just want to be included in 
the development process. She 
added that she had hoped to get 
some representatives of devel- 
opment projects on tape, but 
was unable to coordinate sched- 
uling, 

Scheduling was also a chal- 
lenge for the 11 students who 


“‘eg2 participated on the project. 





cts of Making Montreal. Mills presented his research 


on the specificity of Montreal’s activist past in the 60s as a walking tour for Congress 2010 delegates. Here, 
he explains the significance of the 1969 computer riots in the Hall Building. 


wanted. to present how people 
feel they belong to a particular 
place; said Downie, who is also 
the director of the departments 
graduate programs. ‘I think they 
really captured something that 
is Montreal.’ 

“We started with the idea of 
how a neighbourhoods identity 
develops, and realized it was the 


people who make the neigh-— 


bourhood;, said __Kestler- 
DAmours. 

Kestler-DAmours introduced 
the piece with classmate and 
colleague Rebecca Munroe. The 
students explained that they 
found their subjects through 
word of mouth. Those that 


made the final cut (several inter- 
views ended up on the cutting 
room floor) represented a cross- 
section of ages, languages and 
circumstances. Amongst those 
represented are architecture 
professor and member of Mile 
End Memories Susan Bronson, 
Heritage Montreal Director 
Dinu Bumbaru, _ first-time 
activist Jeffrey Gomben, author 
Sean Mills and burlesque per- 
former Velma Candyass. 
Between them they are fight- 
ing to maintain Montreal's his- 
tory and identity. Candyass 
stands in the dressing rooms of 
Café Cleopatre describing the 
importance of the burlesque 


tradition in Montreal, and the 
need for affordable venues for 
troupes like hers. Their venue is 
threatened by development in 
the Quartier des spectacles. 
Others are preserving neigh- 
bourhoods like the tanneries in 
St. Henri, Point St. Charles and 
Griffintown, all facing gentrifi- 
cation or redevelopment. “They 
all share the passion and tenaci- 
ty to keep their homes.’ 

“I really like the piece. It pres- 
ents the tension between mak- 
ing a city human and liveable 
and the business interests that 
are necessary for growth, said 
Downie. 

Kestler-DAmours said they 


- Ensuring that interviews and 


events were taped around such 
a large groups collective respon- 
sibilities was not always easy. 
“We all pitched in and each of us 
was involved in as many shoots 
as we could, said Kestler- 
DAmours. 

She credits Roxanne Hudon 
for being pivotal in driving the 
project forward. When Hudon 
returns from Europe, she'll likely 
start promoting the distribution 
of the documentary. By then 
Kestler-DAmours will have 
started her internship in 
Jerusalem at the Alternative 
Information Center, a joint 
Palestinian-Israeli project. She 
was also a finalist for the 
Canadian Association of 
Journalists/CNW Student 
Award of Excellence for a piece 
she did earlier in Downie’ class 
on missing Kahnawake resident 
Tiffany Morrison. 


Presenting the lives of hipsters or the homeless 


Anthropology students present their reflections on multiple populations in Stories from Montreal 5 


KAREN HERLAND 


“There’s so much going on in 
Montreal, it’s impossible to put 
everything in one collection, says 
anthropology MA student Maike 
Storks. 

As the editor in chief of the fifth 
volume of Stories from Monireal, 
she knew better than to even try. 
Each of the book's 10 chapters 
derives from the research paper 
of a different student in ANTH 
315. Students are encouraged to 
identify one community or sub- 
culture, from the dozens in 
Montreal, and study it through 
the lens of an ethnographer. But 
what the book necessarily lacks 
in quantity, it makes up for in 
quality, “It is not about studying 
everything in a superficial man- 
ner but to gain an in-depth 


understanding of something’. 
Over two semesters, students 
find their research subjects, con- 
duct interviews and research and 
compile their observations into a 
final paper. When Storks took 
that class in 2008-09 as an under- 
grad, shed heard about the book 
project from previous years, “I 
liked the idea of a student run 
endeavour, and knew I wanted to 
be part of it? she said. She didn't 
know at the beginning that by the 
time the volume was published, 
she would be its editor in chief. 
“There were 18 people involved 
in the project, we wanted to give 
credit to everybody, she says, to 
explain the lengthy list of contrib- 
utors, editors, fundraisers and 
graphic designers acknowledged 
in the volume. All of them had a 
hand in selecting, improving, pre- 


senting and producing the final 
collection. 

“It was really interesting being 
involved in all the stages of the 
production of a complete book,’ 
says Storks and a great learning 
experience.’ 

Laughing, she adds, “the proj- 
ect itself could have been the 
subject of an anthropological 
study. We all came from differ- 
ent perspectives and different 
places.’ 

The latter was true literally as 
well as figuratively. Over the 
course of the year-long produc- 
tion process, some students 
returned to their homes across 
Canada, as well as parts of 
Europe, Africa and Mexico. As 
well, student author and editor 
Siena Antsis (who won the 
province's Forces Avenir award 


last year, see Journal Nov. 12, 
2009) left for Kenya with her job 
as communications officer for 
the Aga Khan Foundation. 

The far-flung lives of the stu- 
dents who were involved in pub- 
lishing Stories from Montreal 5 
are reflected in the range of con- 
tributions. From prisoners to 
hipsters, punks to the Royal 
Canadian Legion, various struc- 
tural and social groups are ana- 
lyzed. The cultural practices of 
different groups (related to food 
and dress) are also addressed. 
Students took their own experi- 
ences and reframed them. For 
instance Thomas Prince met, 
befriended, and worked with 
Jack, a homeless man, while par- 
ticipating in the 5 Days for the 
Homeless fundraismg cam- 
paign. 


The students raised the funds 
needed for the volume from sev- 
eral student associations, and 
the Concordia University 
Alumni Association. They 
decided to launch it at the wel- 
come reception of the Canadian 
Sociological Association during 
Congress. “There were scholars 
there from all over the country, 
according to Storks, who added 
that at least one professor 
enthusiastically purchased the 
book hoping to inspire students 
at his institution. 

Those wishing to get their 
own copy can find one at the 
Co-op Bookstore and the uni- 
versity bookstore. Meanwhile, 
Storks has already talked with 
the team from this years gradu- 
ates, in anticipation of Stories 
from Montreal 6. 
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Celebrating in the sunshine 


Student parent group celebrates their first year at a picnic 


KAREN HERLAND 


After a successful inaugural year, 
Concordia University Student 
Parents (CUSP) celebrated in 
style with a picnic feast on the 
grounds of the Grey Nuns Mother 
House on May 16. 

“We have over 200 members, 
but we wanted to prioritize grad- 
uating students, said coordina- 
tor Kristy Heeren. She added that 
social events (the group has regu- 
larly held cookouts and recipe 
exchanges since opening a centre 
last fall) provide student parents 
the opportunity to connect and 
share experiences and strategies, 
“you don't always know the stu- 
dents in your class are also par- 
ents.’ 

The first-come, first-served 
event attracted several dozen 
parents and children with more 
on a waiting list. Those present 
enjoyed treats prepared by Kally 
Gicopoulos, first CUSP 
Coordinator and volunteer cook- 
out chef. The fixings were donat- 
ed by Efty Mourelatos, whose 
stores have provided the food 
served at CUSP events since the 
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Grey Nun’s grounds site of CUSP picnic. From left, Christina Gerwing, her daughter Keitanna, Olivia Flowers and 
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her daughter Inca, share a laugh during the end-of-term picnic. 


first cookout. At the picnic, Dean 
of Students Beth Morey gave 
Mourelatos a certificate of appre- 
ciation and some Concordia 
mementos. Mourelatos promised 
to continue to supply food for the 
group through next year. 





Amongst those present were 
Christina Gerwing, Communi- 
cation Studies, with her daugh- 
ter Keitanna, and _ Olivia 
Flowers, French literature, and 
her daughter Inca. The four met 
at a CUSP event and have been 





enjoying regular sleepovers, pic- 
nics and sugar shack and movie 
outings ever since. Both single 
moms talk on the phone regu- 
larly and their daughters, “now 
behave like sisters, bickering 
and making up, whispering 
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secrets and yelling at the top of 
their lungs, bouncing on beds 
and playing dress up, according 
to an email Flowers wrote about 
the importance this relation- 
ship, and CUSP has had in their 
lives. 

The project was initiated by 
Morey with support from the 
Multi-Faith Chaplaincy, the 
Centre for Native Education and 
community groups like Project 
Chance. CUSP offers a lounge 
and quiet place to study as well 
as a play area for children and 
help with job and apartment 
searches. The group sponsors 
information sessions, along with 
social activities. 

Next year CUSP will initiate a 
random survey through the 
Office of Institutional Planning 
to more accurately determine 
the number of student parents 
on campus (currently estimated 
at 10 to 15%) and their needs. All 
those who are contacted are 
encouraged to respond, whether 
or not they need support as stu- 
dent parents, to ensure that the 
randomized sample remains as 
accurate as possible. 





Brand new entrepreneurs complete JMSB program 


KAREN HERLAND 


The first nine entrepreneurs to success- 
fully complete the inaugural Starting 
Your Own _ Business: Entrepreneur 
Training Program offered through the 
JMSB’s MBA Community Service 
Initiative (CSI) program were féted last 
month at a trade show presentation and 





dinner at the Montefiore Club. 

The MBA CSI program is a multi- 
pronged program “using the talents and 
expertise of the business school to make a 
difference in the community, according to 
coordinator Dave A. McKenzie. Since 
November 2008 the program has offered 
numerous ways for MBA students, faculty 
and staff to work with community mem- 
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The first group to finish the MBA CSI entrepreneur program. Front row, from left: I-Yatah 
Holness; Beverly Trought; Agaliga Tirougname; Cynthia Homan; Program Director, Little 
Burgundy Employment Centre; Shani Taylor; Angela Hewitt. Back Row, From left: Deverre 
Lovence, Christine Stocker, Randy Hewitt, Parfait Ndjenenda. 
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bers through internships, volunteer pro- 
grams and community and economic 
development training programs. 

The Starting Your Own Business: 
Entrepreneur Training Program was con- 
ceived as a way to equip unemployed or 
underemployed individuals with the 
tools and expertise needed to start their 
own business. McKenzie opted to work 
with the Little Burgundy Employment 
Center of the Tyndale St. Georges 
Community. 

Initial orientation sessions attracted 
about 40 people, but McKenzie was look- 
ing for those with “entrepreneurial spirit”. 
Those who expected the program to do the 
work for them were weeded out. In the 
end, about a dozen would-be entrepre- 
neurs agreed to undertake the demanding 
program, which required participants to 
attend courses two evenings a week, as 
well as Saturdays for over three months. 

The selection process was evidently 
successful since 10 participants complet- 
ed the program and nine have already 
registered their businesses. The newly- 
minted entrepreneurs showed off their 
projects at a Graduation Dinner and 
trade show presentation on May 14. 
Among the nascent commerces are 
Beverly Trought’s vacation villa in 
Jamaica, Angela Hewitt’s Natural Health 


and Wellness gift items right down to a 
company that will clear pet waste from 
your yard. 

McKenzie used resources and materials 
from the JMSB to guide students through 
the complicated intricacies of preparing a 
solid business plan. Much of the training 
was provided by accounting lecturer 
Carmen Kuczewski and student Albert 
Nsiah. They attended the event along with 
Dean Sanjay Sharma and other representa- 
tives from the JMSB and the Tyndale St. 
Georges Community Center. 

Among those present was Don Walcot, 
who was informed of the project by 
Cornelia Molson, senior associate at 
Advancement and Alumni Relations. 
Walcot was so interested in the idea that he 
agreed to co-sponsor the program and have 
it expanded to other areas of Montréal. 

Currently, a second group is going 
through the training and a third group 
will start in September 2010 with the 
Association communautaire demprunt 
de Montréal. The goal is to involve even 
more faculty and MBA students in the 
program. 

McKenzie said the program will also 
offer ongoing support and advice to those 
who complete the training through a 
soon-to-be formed MBA CSI Entrepre- 
neurs Club. 
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All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise indicated. 


JUNE 10 TO 12 
© The Lyric Theatre Singers: Steppin’ Out 


Selections from popular hit musicals under musical director 
Bob Bachelor and Linda LaRoche on piano. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 2 and 8 p.m. 
www.admission.com | $16-30 


JUNE I! TO 13 


)) Fourth annual Eureka! Montreal 
Science Fair 

On June 11 and 12, in presenting Simplicity in Complexity, 
the Faculty of Arts and Science will find commonalities 
between space satellites, figure skaters and origami. On 
June 13, the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
invites kids to build bridges out of school glue, popsicle stick 
and dental floss. 


The Quays of the Old Port of Montreal 
www.concordia.ca/sciencefair 


ONGOING - UNTIL JUNE 12 
IGNITION 


This annual exhibition features new work by students com- 
pleting their Master of Fine Arts degree in the Studio Arts 
program. It provides an up-and-coming generation of artists 
with a unique opportunity to present ambitious, interdisci- 
plinary works in the professional context of a gallery with a 
national and international profile. 


Ellen Gallery, S-LB 165 | ellengallery.concordia.ca 
JUNE 14 TO JULY 2 


© Graduating Students’ Exhibition 


This eighth edition of the annual juried show provides to 
students an opportunity to display their work in a public 
venue and commemorates the completion of their studies, 
showcasing a cross-section of the many disciplines and 
research activities of Studio Arts students at the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. Vernissage Wed., June 23. 


FOFA, MFA and VAV galleries | fofagallery.concordia.ca, 
www.vavgallery.com 


CoC raises 
over $4 700 


There was nothing but grey in 
the sky, but that didn’t stop 220 
members of the Colors of 
Concordia (CoC) from braving 
the cold and rain to enjoy the 
52km bike ride of this year’s 
Tour de ’ile on June 6. New for 
2010, organizers created the 
Colors of Concordia Mona 
Sénécal Award of Achievement to 
honour the participant best sup- 
porting and advancing cultural 
understanding. This year’s recipi- 
ent was, fittingly, seven-time CoC 
organizer Mona Sénécal (centre) 
herself, who’s flanked by 
Matthew Fishman and Audrey 
Landry. This year, over $4 700 
was raised for the Colors of 
Concordia Cultural Initiative 
Fund. 


JUNE 17 TO 19 


The Frog and the Princess: A Musical 
Ecodrama 


The Centre for the Arts in Human Development will present 
The Frog and the Princess: A Musical Ecodrama. The lead 
actors — adults with developmental disabilities - shine in 
this enlightening and unforgettable musical production. 


EC. Smith Auditorium | ecodramatickets@gmail.com or ext. 
8616 | $50 for gala evening with reception (June 17) $20 for 
other performances (June 18 and 19) 
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SAT., JUNE 19 
Awakening youth benefit concert 


This concert, featuring Lucas “LazyLegs” Patuelli and 
Ilimask, David Hodges, Patrick Lehman and the DropBeat 
Kings, the John Rennie Improv Team and more, will raise 
funds for WorldVision and their relief efforts in Haiti. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 7 p.m. 
awakeningconcert.com | $15 


Danse pour tous 


Choreographers and teachers from Studio 303 present per- 
formances by their evening-class students in a variety of 
techniques, including African dance, Yogadance & Impro, 
contemporary dance and Hoopdance. 


Studio 303, 372 St. Catherine W. 3rd floor (Metro Place-des- 
Arts) | 7and9 p.m. | 514-393-3771 or www.studio303.ca | 
$5 pre-sale / $10 at the door 


DEADLINE: JUNE 23 


ee Summer school for engaged citizens 


The Institut du nouveau monde holds Ecole d’été every year 
for socially engaged citizens ages 18 to 35. Running from 
Aug. 12 to 15, the program will feature conferences, round- 
tables, workshops and inspiring speakers. 


www.inm.gc.ca 
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<9) Call for participation 


CONVOCATION 


June 21 
Arts and Science 
10 a.m. 
Robert Charlebois 


3 p.m. 
Eleanor Wachtel 


7 p.m. 
Richard W. Pound 


, aes June 22 
34 John Molson School of 
; Business 
10 a.m. 
Laurent Beaudoin 


3 p.m. 
Jean Chrétien 


June 23 
Engineering and Computer 
Science 
10 a.m. 

Julie Payette 


Fine Arts 
3 p.m. 
R. Murray Schafer 


For more details about 
Convocation, visit: 
registrar.concordia.ca/convo 
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Second annual Provost’s Circle of Distinction 


On May 26, Provost David 
Graham was pleased to honour 
six new inductees into the 
Provost's Circle of Distinction at a 
ceremony and cocktail social 
event at the Montefiore Club on 
Guy St. 

“You represent the most dis- 
tinguished members of 
Concordia’s faculty, _—said 
Graham. “Your outstanding 
achievements have brought and 
continue to bring recognition to 
the entire university. 

The Circle is now in its second 
year (see Journal, June 4, 2009). 
Inductees are nominated by their 
Deans on the basis of their prior 
recognition by distinguished 
external organizations. 
Nominees are approved by the 
Provost's Academic Cabinet. 

Following short speeches from 
President Judith Woodsworth 
and Graham, more than 70 atten- 
dees watched as the Circle wel- 
comed History Professor Ronald 


Science College Principal Calvin 
Kalman, and Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering Professor 
Ali Dolatabadi. The new 
inductees were presented with a 
certificate and a lapel pin by the 
President and the Provost, 
respectively. 

Professor Francoise Sullivan, 
part-time faculty member in 
Studio Arts, who was among 36 
inductees during the Circles first 
ceremony last June, received spe- 
cial mention at this year's cere- 
mony for her promotion to 
Officer within the Order of 
Canada in November (see 
Journal, Nov. 26, 2009). 

Inductees unable to attend the 
event included Music Professor 
Christopher Jackson, Electrical 
and Computer Engineering 
Professor Abdel Sebak and 
Mechanical and _ Industrial 
Engineering Professor Ramin 
Sedaghati. 

“I’m very happy were able to 
acknowledge these individuals, 
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(Left to right) Provost David G 
Calvin Kalman and Ronald Rudin. 





said Rama Bhat, Vice-Provost 
Academic __ Relations and 
Mechanical and __ Industrial 
Engineering Professor. “Its their 
career-long commitment to their 
profession and the university 
community here at Concordia 
that were so pleased to celebrate. 
When we have people such as this 
among us, it’s quite an honour: 
Rudin was inducted as a Fellow 
in the Royal Society of Canada in 
fall 2009, and also received a 2010 


raham, Franco 









ise Sullivan, Ali Dolatabadi, 


Book Award from the National 
Council of Public History in the 
United States for his book 
Remembering and Forgetting in 
Acadie: A Historians Journey 
Through Public Memory (remem- 
beringacadie.concordia.ca). 
Rudin served as Academic 
Convenor for Congress 2010. 
Kalman, at Concordia since 
1968, was honoured by the 
Canadian Association of 
Physicists with the Medal for 
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Excellence in Teaching Physics in 
1999. 

Both Sedaghati and 
Dolatabadi were inducted as 
Fellows of the Canadian Society 
of Mechanical Engineering in 
2009. 

Jackson was elected as a Fellow 
into the Royal Society of Canada 
in 2009 (see Journal, Sept. 17, 
2009). He also received an hon- 
orary doctorate from Laurentian 
University in 1999. 

Sebak was inducted as a Fellow 
of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) in 
2009. 

Bhat thanks Andie Zeliger, 
Faculty Relations Manager, and 
Sarah Comrie, Office of the 
Provost, for organizing the event 
with meticulous care for details. 
He says he looks forward to rec- 
ognizing more people as the 
Circle grows in future years. He 
says when the numbers grow, it's 
an indicator of excellence within 
the university. 


Rudin, Physics Professor and 


12 design undergrads show their stuff at SIDIM 


| Russ COOPER © ! 


It’s a sure sign spring has truly sprung when students get 
their greenness growing at the annual design confer- 
ence, Salon international du design dintérieur de 
Montréal (SIDIM). 

Every year, Concordia design and computation arts 
students put forth their brave new ideas for eco-design 
at the show (see Journal, June 14, 2007). This year, 12 
Concordia students were among the group of 30 from 
the design schools of UQAM and UdeM displaying their 
work along side numerous design industry professionals 
at Place Bonaventure, May 27 to 29. 

“Eco-design is all about the philosophy of designing 
objects, the built environment and services to comply 
with the principles of economic, social and ecological 
sustainability. It can be applied in many fields but in our 
case, its through industrial design, said part-time 
Computer Arts instructor Jeremy Petrus, the first time 
instructor of DART 448 - the Ecology and 3D Design 
class. 

The DART 448 course, oriented towards the construc- 
tion of functional prototypes to be presented at SIDIM, 
incorporates strategies including design for disassembly, 
recuperation, recycling and lifecycle analysis. The real 
challenge, states Petrus, is to incorporate all the possible 
layers of sustainability together. 

“There are so many design strategies to apply in any 
project, but the goal is always to minimize environmen- 
tally destructive impacts on the natural world, he says. 

Petrus, who also teaches industrial design at UdeM 
and is a freelance designer, coordinated the student 
projects for all three schools for the SIDIM show. 

“It’s not always about recycling materials: it’s about 
intention,’ says Petrus, stating that an object built with 
strength, durability and timelessness in mind - some- 
thing that will last for many years - is just as worthy of 
the eco-design label as objects putting forward the 


ethos of energy efficiency or reusing materials. 

“The projects make one think about the way we live, 
dispose, reuse, recycle, buy, dispose... and that’s an 
important part of the show; to make people think fur- 
ther than aesthetics and consumption. 
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With a focus on the ethics of the materials, Natalie Pan cre- 
ated the ergonomic Autumn Rocker using — Forest 
Stewardship Council birch plywood, organic cotton, locally- 


produced organic buckwheat hulls and varnish made from 


cheese whey. (Notice the end table; it’s crafted from the 
cutouts from the frame of the chair.) 
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“We certainly hope this exercise will bring their design 
skills, as well as the future of design, to another level? 





DART 448 student Vadim Kravtchenko came up with the 
idea for his Snowboard Luge as he was sliding down a hill 


sitting on his snowboard this past winter. Wanting more 


control, he designed a raised aluminum frame with an old 
skateboard that can be attached to any snowboard, creat- 
ing a one- or two-person agile toboggan-esque sled. 


